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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 SEOUL 06350 290908Z 
ACTION EB-08 

INFO OCT-OI EA-09 10-14 ISO-00 AGRE-00 CIAE-00 INR-07 
LAB-04 NSAE-00 SP-02 STR-04 TRSE-00 FRB-01 OMB-01 
L-03 H-02 SS-I5 PRS-OI PA-02 /074 W 

130697 290944Z/I3 

R 290357Z JUL 77 
FM AMEMBASSY SEOUL 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5402 
INFO USDOC WASHDC 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
US MISSION GENEVA 435 

UNCLAS SEOUL 6350 

FOR USMTN 

E.O. 1 1652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, KS 

SUBJECT: US-ROK TEXTILE BILATERALS 

1. KOREAN PRESS JULY 28, 1977 REPORTS OPENING OE TEXTILE 
AGREEMENT RENEWAL BILATERALS AT WASHINGTON. UNDATELINED ARTICLES 
STATE THAT ROK DESIRE FOR FIVE YEAR AGREEMENT WITH 6 PERCENT 
GROWTH EACTOR VS. ALLEGED U.S. DESIRE OE THREE YEARS WITH 3 
PERCENT GROWTH, AND FLEXIBILITY OF SHIFTING QUOTAS AMONG ITEMS 

ARE THE PRINCIPAL ISSUES WHICH WILL PRODUCE DIFFICULT NEGOTIATIONS. 

2. ENGLISH LANGUAGE (GOVERNMENT INVESTED) KOREA HERALD AND A 
VERNACULAR DAILY EDITORIALIZE IN SIMILAR VEIN STRESSING COMPARATIVE 
ADVANTAGE AND IMPORTANCE OF TEXTILES AS ROK'S BIGGEST INDUSTRY 
WHERE CUTBACK IN ADDITION TO SHRINKING WORLD DEMAND WOULD HAVE 
WIDE UNEMPLOYMENT EFFECT. EDITORIALISTS APPEAL TO "FAIRNESS" 

AGAINST UNILATERAL OR EXPEDIENT U.S. APPROACH WITHOUT REFERENCE 
TO CONDITIONS IN SPECIFICALLY AFFECTED COUNTRIES AND LINK STABLE 
AND PROSPEROUS TEXTILE INDUSTRY TO KOREA’S OVERALL ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT AND CONSEQUENT ABILITY TO AUGMENT ITS DEFENSE 
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CAPABILITIES PARTICULARLY IN THE FACE OF U.S. GROUND FORCES 
WITHDRAWAL POLICY. 
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